are the words of their mouths... may Allah destroy
them...” (Sura 9.30). Perhaps it was a confusion with
Elijah who never died and was taken to heaven (2
Kings 2:11) but it was a useful part of the process of
subsuming Judaism and Christianity, along with local
pagan practices such as worship of a black stone, now
in the Mecca Qa’aba, into Islam.

Holland describes how Islam itself would then
become subsumed into the practices and interests of
rulers and clergy ‘stitching together a whole new legal
framework’ bolstered by hadith (sayings and actions
from the Prophet’s life) compiled over the subsequent
two hundred years, much as Christianity and Judaism
had evolved.

The problem with Islamic history is that there
are virtually no independent contemporary sources
remaining, even within the first two centuries, let alone
of Muhammad’s time. For Muslims to question any
of the approved stories about the Prophet, the Koran
or many other aspects of the religion runs the danger
of heresy so there has been very little real research
subsequently.

Karen Armstrong’s Muhammad.: A Biography of the
Prophet (1991) and the highly successful 4 History
of God (1993) merely repeat selected conventional
Muslim (and other Abrahamic religions’) stories
without any attempt at historical analysis. She even
states as fact the tradition that the pagan Arabs yearned
for a single God, like that of the Jews and Christians:
why this should be so is never explained in any way,
as Hindus still manage very well with lots of gods
and Buddhists with none. Armstrong makes clear in
numerous writings and statements that she is seeking
the best in Abrahamic religions (only), to prove that
compassion is the core of all monotheisms: this is very
sweet but it is not history. Holland’s book therefore
fills a gap and is a good antidote to the Saudi-approved
show about the Hajj earlier this year at the British
Museum, which was more PR than history.

The period he covers, from the accession of the
Persian King Shapur I in AD 241 to 762, is a crucible
of much that we recognise today, including the
practices that still hobble and isolate Islam, hampering
economic, social and political progress, creating the
natural desire to blame its self-inflicted misfortunes
on someone else. Its lunar calendar, although largely
superseded now in practice, does not fit the ruling
reality of the solar year and therefore of secasons,
agriculture, navigation and fishery. The daily five
prayer intervals prevent ever having a decent sleep,
even if one does not pray, because of the calls from
the muezzin (the longest gap is between sunset-
to-midnight and before-sunrise). A yearly month
of daylight fasting, including no water, disrupts
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everything (let alone driving lorries or any other alert
work), while economic activity is severely constrained
anyway by the ban on renting out money, even though
one can rent out goods or oneself, as labour. Those
restrictions on making a living have engendered many
poor and repressive societies and therefore frustration
and resentment, not least among the female half of a
society living under apartheid.

In the Shadow of the Sword helps understand where
we are today, which can help in understanding the
many sources of conflict in the Muslim world, often
labelled with, but obscured by, theological pretexts
when the reality may be social, political and economic,

as it was in early times.
back to Contents

White Pariahs
Dawvid Ashton

The WASP Question, Andrew Fraser, Arktos Media
Ltd, 2011, £20.

‘The few proudly Anglo-Saxon patriots scattered
around the world are now political pariahs’, declares
Andrew Fraser in The WASP Question. ‘In an age of
diversity, they are the invisible race. But their fate is
not foreclosed; neither the gene pool nor the spirit of
the Anglo-Saxon race is doomed to extinction.” This
former Australian university teacher, after analysing
the present predicament of people of English ancestry
in an era of commercial materialism and compulsory
multiracialism, assesses their chances of survival and
revival.

The “White Anglo-Saxon Protestant’ acronym, which
began as an epithet for US wealthy founder dynasties,
now stretches to anyone of British descent. Quite
correctly Fraser regards all “Wasps’ within the United
Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and North America—
as alarge ethnic group. They generally possess all four
characteristics of ethnicity — phenotypic subspecies
(Caucasian), ancestral territory (England), mother
tongue (English), and religious tradition (Christian).

The Germanic tribes who founded our Saxon
kingdoms absorbed many blood-related Britons,
Danes and Normans; Scots, Welsh and Huguenots
subsequently strengthened the heartland patrimony.
And the transatlantic settlers had undeniably varied
ethno-religious backgrounds. Compare Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Virginia, and Utah, whose English-
descended Mormons today combine a bizarre theology
with civic achievements.

The faith of the Venerable Bede’s ‘Gens Anglorum’
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has transmuted from Thomas Arundel’s medieval
‘Marian Dowry’, through Arthur Bryant’s imperial
‘Protestant Island’ to Cole Morton’s currently abysmal
‘Everywhere and Nowhere, Baby’ with ‘black’
archbishops confronting lesbian ‘priests’, while
churches become mosques or museums, and secularists
try to clear the faithful from the public space.

The crucial problem is that Wasps, however
precisely classified, either no longer possess a positive
self-identity as a specific group, or see themselves
collectively only in a guilt-relationship towards
other communities, who blatantly assert their own
ethnicities. In ‘societies’ obliged to ‘celebrate’ intrusive
and incompatible ‘cultures’ and fund their grievance-
obsessed organisations, the erstwhile majority is losing
both legitimate self-esteem and effective power within
cach homeland. ‘The roosters have become feather-
dusters.’

Particularly serious is Wasp demographic decline,
aggravated by non-stop mass-immigration. Whether
politicians attempt to preserve the heritage by
incompetently ‘assimilating’ newcomers, or to betray
it by ‘equality’ and dissolve it through ‘diversity’, it is
indeed fallacious to think any distinctive civilization
can indefinitely outlive its biological basis.

Fraser brings his formidable expertise in constitutional
law to describe government structures from 9% century
Wessex down to 21* century Washington, reinforcing
his analysis with an erudition that embraces Hannah
Arendt, Robert Bellah, Harold Cruse and John
Milbank. He shows how a system once shaped by
Anglo-Saxon folkways has been perverted into one that
nullifies them, and contends that rescuing the founder-
race and restoring control over its own future is morally
justified. He envisages a future alternative: a worldwide
self-sustaining network of English-speaking kinsfolk
with their own guilds and churches, fondly recalling
countryside villages and prairie homesteads.

Fraser believes the world economy is heading for a
prolonged crisis and violent extremism. He is hardly
alone; for instance, the economist Nouriel Rubini
predicts a ‘perfect storm’ in 2013 from Eurozone
chaos, American recession and Middle East war. Such
retribution for managerial multiracialism, welfare
parasitism, anomic consumerism, and the global
nomadism of a mixed multitude, would consequently
provide an opening for effective rebellion against
the failed propositions and disintegrating structures
of the ruling racketeers. However, any deliberate
switch amid the wreckage, from hollowed-out
constitutionalism towards an Anglo-Saxon ‘racial’
resurrection, requires, especially in our cyber-
warfare era, realistic early preparation. There is little
sign of that.
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Reconsidering Viscount Bolingbroke (Henry IV),
Fraser anticipates the emergence of a ‘patriot king’,
freed from the conventional advice of ‘godless
ministers’. And who can rule out completely someone
ofroyal lineage and personal wisdom eventually seeing
his sacred duty in sweeping away corruption, during
a severe emergency, and restoring ‘Crown, Church,
and Country’?

Nevertheless, serious questions arise: First, will
Fraser’s Anglo-Saxon remnant, however united
and therefore strengthened, stay as a self-sustaining
archipelago, or develop its people-hood into a
territorial state-hood, thereby regaining hegemony
over urban centres largely occupied by foreigners;
and if so, how? Secondly, he draws on the notion of
evolutionary competition, which threatens conflict with
rival communities on an increasingly overpopulated,
resource-depleted planet. Fraser’s plans would require
partnership with fellow-Europeans, from Catholic Irish
to Orthodox Greeks, at least for common self-defence
in any forthcoming major clash of civilizations.
He opposes a comprehensive ‘white nationalism’
as vacuous and egalitarian, but surely it is prudent
to preserve not merely ourselves from catastrophe
but other western Caucasians and their creative
elites? Thirdly, Fraser regards religion as decisively
important. Without prescribing its detailed liturgy,
ministry or doctrine, he proposes an exclusive Anglican
“Volkskirche’. Unfortunately it resembles a ring-fenced
sect, his fusion of ethnicity with worship complicating
rather than resolving the spiritual exigencies of our
time.

Despite the negative impact of modern scholarship
on the credibility of scripture, the author pushes
his religious remedies even further with ‘biblical’
arguments against racial intermarriage and an
idiosyncratic exegesis of the ‘second coming’ in terms
of the ancient destruction of Jerusalem. Nearly two
millennia of ecclesiastical experience after Saint Paul
‘turned to the Gentiles’, Fraser too readily invokes
the Holy Spirit for his private interpretation and
Divine Wrath for his novel mission. However his
lucid prose style sparkles with striking imagery and
neat alliterations. His book is also beautifully printed.
Eccentric even in the heretically pagan Arktos list,
it makes a refreshing change from the usual C-of-E
bookstall pap.

Whether or not by ‘imagining the whole of life — at
work and at play, at home, school, and church, in law
and even politics — as a form of prayer, the Old Faith
will help to hasten that happy moment” when Anglo-
Saxons themselves are ‘reborn as a people of destiny’,
remains debatable.

So why not debate it? back to Contents
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